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Who are you?Who are you?Who are you?Who are you?

o If you have a doctorate, you represent a tiny proportion of 
people

As an academic you spend your life surrounded by very bright, 
educated people, most of whom have doctorates and are 
widely published, but remember:

o If you are also published, you represent an even smaller 
proportion of people

o You have a range of valuable skills that most people do not 
have

…the challenge is to sell those skills in a commercial arena



Writing skillsWriting skillsWriting skillsWriting skills

The main aim of your application is to sell your existing writing 
skills. Need to make sure that on your application and during your 
interview you cover all of your experience: 

ThesisThesisThesisThesis Not just a means to an end; be sure to mention that you 
enjoyed writing-up (perhaps more than the lab work)enjoyed writing-up (perhaps more than the lab work)

PostersPostersPostersPosters Not just a writing task, but also involves design and layout

Grant applicationsGrant applicationsGrant applicationsGrant applications A challenging writing task; if you were successful, it must 
have been because you conveyed your ideas well 

Journal manuscriptsJournal manuscriptsJournal manuscriptsJournal manuscripts It is not easy to get published, so don’t be afraid to 

‘bang on’ about how great your papers are



Getting your writing experience on Getting your writing experience on Getting your writing experience on Getting your writing experience on 
your applicationyour applicationyour applicationyour application

o Up front:



Getting your writing experience on your Getting your writing experience on your Getting your writing experience on your Getting your writing experience on your 
applicationapplicationapplicationapplication

o Within your employment and education history:



Getting your writing experience on your Getting your writing experience on your Getting your writing experience on your Getting your writing experience on your 
applicationapplicationapplicationapplication

You want to avoid gimmicks on your cv, but if you You want to avoid gimmicks on your cv, but if you You want to avoid gimmicks on your cv, but if you You want to avoid gimmicks on your cv, but if you 
are sending it electronically, consider including a are sending it electronically, consider including a are sending it electronically, consider including a are sending it electronically, consider including a 
hyperlink to your publications; be careful to execute hyperlink to your publications; be careful to execute hyperlink to your publications; be careful to execute hyperlink to your publications; be careful to execute 
this well, or it may execute your applicationthis well, or it may execute your applicationthis well, or it may execute your applicationthis well, or it may execute your applicationthis well, or it may execute your applicationthis well, or it may execute your applicationthis well, or it may execute your applicationthis well, or it may execute your application



Oral presentationsOral presentationsOral presentationsOral presentations

o Giving an oral presentation requires three 
main skills:

o Ability to write slides

o Ability to stand up in front of a crowd and speak 
convincingly 

o

convincingly 

o Ability to think on your feet, i.e. when fielding 
questions



Oral presentationsOral presentationsOral presentationsOral presentations

SkillSkillSkillSkill How it transfers to medical writingHow it transfers to medical writingHow it transfers to medical writingHow it transfers to medical writing

o Ability to write slides o Writing slides for opinion leaders

o If you’ve given a conference presentation 
yourself, you will have a good 
understanding of what works and what to 
avoidavoid

o Writing slide kits, drawing figures

o Ability to stand up in front 
of a crowd and speak 
convincingly

o Giving presentations to clients

o Ability to think on your 
feet, i.e. when fielding 
questions

o Helpful when talking to clients and opinion 
leaders



Project managementProject managementProject managementProject management

o If you’ve run an experiment, you have 
project management skills

If you’ve run several experiments all at the o If you’ve run several experiments all at the 
same time, you have excellent project 
management skills



Getting your project management Getting your project management Getting your project management Getting your project management 
experience on your applicationexperience on your applicationexperience on your applicationexperience on your application



Project leading and mentoringProject leading and mentoringProject leading and mentoringProject leading and mentoring

o Feckless project student followed you around all 
summer, took up loads of your time, and did your 
head in? 



TeamworkTeamworkTeamworkTeamwork

o Had to share your equipment with someone who always left 
the lab in a mess?

o Your supervisor made you collaborate with the lab upstairs, 
you did all the work, and the lab upstairs took all the credit?

� Ability to work in a team will be essential in medical � Ability to work in a team will be essential in medical 
communications



Opinion leader experienceOpinion leader experienceOpinion leader experienceOpinion leader experience

YouYouYouYou

Bob from Bob from Bob from Bob from 
pathologypathologypathologypathology

Professor JonesProfessor JonesProfessor JonesProfessor Jones

YouYouYouYou



Opinion leader experienceOpinion leader experienceOpinion leader experienceOpinion leader experience

I am comfortable with discussing complex I am comfortable with discussing complex I am comfortable with discussing complex I am comfortable with discussing complex 
issues with leading experts; when I was a postissues with leading experts; when I was a postissues with leading experts; when I was a postissues with leading experts; when I was a post----
doc, I was sent to Boston to represent our group doc, I was sent to Boston to represent our group doc, I was sent to Boston to represent our group doc, I was sent to Boston to represent our group 
and ended up going to dinner with Professor and ended up going to dinner with Professor and ended up going to dinner with Professor and ended up going to dinner with Professor 
Davis; I persuaded him to fund my trip to Davis; I persuaded him to fund my trip to Davis; I persuaded him to fund my trip to Davis; I persuaded him to fund my trip to 
Australia, despite having four gin MartinisAustralia, despite having four gin MartinisAustralia, despite having four gin MartinisAustralia, despite having four gin Martinis


