
The	  History	  of	  EASE	  

Rachael	  Lammey	  
EASE	  Council	  Member	  

July	  2016	  
Presented	  at	  

A	  MedComms	  Networking	  Event	  	  
www.MedCommsNetworking.com	  	  



European	  AssociaIon	  of	  Science	  
Editors	  (EASE)	  

•  Professional	  organizaIon	  of	  science	  editors	  and	  
communicators	  founded	  in	  1982	  through	  the	  merger	  
of	  the	  European	  Life	  Science	  Editors'	  AssociaIon	  (ELSE)	  
and	  the	  European	  AssociaIon	  of	  Earth	  Science	  Editors	  
(Editerra).	  

•  ELSE	  and	  Editerra	  were	  both	  founded	  in	  1968	  with	  
encouragement	  from	  UNESCO	  and	  collaborated	  from	  
the	  start.	  

•  Editerra	  published	  the	  first	  issue	  of	  Earth	  Science	  
Edi-ng	  in	  1975.	  This	  became	  Earth	  and	  Life	  Science	  
Edi-ng,	  then	  eventually	  	  European	  Science	  Edi-ng.	  



Governance	  

EASE	  is	  governed	  by	  Statutes	  and	  Bye-‐Laws.	  	  

Purpose	  

1.	  	  To	  promote	  improved	  communicaIon	  in	  science	  by	  
providing	  efficient	  means	  for	  cooperaIon	  among	  editors	  of	  
publicaIons	  in	  the	  sciences	  

2.  To	  assist	  the	  efficient	  operaIon	  of	  publicaIons	  in	  the	  
sciences	  

The	  AssociaIon	  shall	  be	  organized	  and	  operated	  exclusively	  for	  
scienIfic	  and	  educaIonal	  purposes	  and	  shall	  not	  be	  operated	  
for	  profit	  



EASE	  Council	  
	  

Council	  is	  elected	  every	  three	  years.	  	  	  

Council	  is	  responsible	  for	  promoIng	  EASE,	  iniIaIng	  and	  
coordinaIng	  services	  and	  acIviIes	  of	  interest	  to	  members,	  
the	  budget,	  recruitment,	  liaising	  with	  other	  organizaIons,	  
and	  seeking	  partnerships	  that	  strengthen	  EASE	  and	  science	  
ediIng	  in	  general.	  	  

Council	  appoints	  Commi[ees	  for	  specific	  objecIves,	  such	  as	  
the	  Programme	  Commi[ee	  which	  organises	  the	  EASE	  
Conference:	  members	  of	  these	  Commi[ees	  may	  be,	  but	  are	  
not	  necessarily,	  members	  of	  Council.	  

	  

	  



InternaIonal	  Advisory	  Board	  
Edward	  Barroga	  
Associate	  Professor	  and	  Senior	  Editor,	  Department	  of	  InternaIonal	  Medical	  CommunicaIons,	  Tokyo	  Medical	  University,	  
Tokyo,	  Japan	  
h[p://orcid.org/0000-‐0002-‐8920-‐2607	  
Frank-‐Thorsten	  Krell	  
Curator	  of	  Entomology,	  Commissioner,	  InternaIonal	  Commission	  on	  Zoological	  Nomenclature,	  Chair,	  ICZN	  ZooBank	  
Commi[ee,	  Department	  of	  Zoology,	  Denver	  Museum	  of	  Nature	  &	  Science,	  Denver,	  Colorado,	  USA	  
h[p://orcid.org/0000-‐0001-‐6065-‐0812	  
Sung-‐Tae	  Hong	  	  
Vice	  President	  of	  KAMJE,	  Editor	  in	  Chief,	  JKMS,	  Professor	  of	  Parasitology	  and	  Tropical	  Medicine,	  Seoul	  NaIonal	  University,	  
Seoul,	  Korea	  
h[p://orcid.org/0000-‐0002-‐0300-‐1944	  
Hasan	  Shareef	  Ahmed	  
Chief	  of	  EdiIng	  and	  PublicaIon	  in	  the	  Research	  and	  EvaluaIon	  Division	  of	  BRAC,	  Dhaka,	  Bangladesh	  
Karen	  Shashok	  
AuthorAID	  in	  the	  Eastern	  Mediterranean,	  Granada,	  Spain	  
h[p://orcid.org/0000-‐0002-‐2506-‐1390	  
Ana-‐Maria	  Simundic	  
CroaIan	  Society	  for	  Medical	  Biochemistry	  and	  laboratory	  medicine,	  Chief	  Editor	  of	  Biochemia	  Medica,	  Zagreb,	  CroaIa	  
h[p://orcid.org/0000-‐0002-‐2391-‐5241	  
Angela	  Turner	  
Animal	  Behaviour,	  Nogngham,	  UK	  
Denys	  Wheatley	  
Editor	  in	  Chief,	  Cell	  Biology	  InternaIonal;	  Cell	  Biology	  InternaIonal	  Reports;	  Cancer	  Cell	  InternaIonal;	  Oncology	  News,	  
Chairman	  and	  Director,	  BioMedES,	  Aberdeen,	  Scotland,	  UK	  
h[p://orcid.org/0000-‐0002-‐7858-‐0178	  	  



Other	  links	  

•  Ties	  with	  similar	  associaIons,	  such	  as:	  	  
–  InternaIonal	  Society	  for	  Managing	  and	  Technical	  Editors	  (ISMTE)	  	  
–  InternaIonal	  AssociaIon	  of	  Veterinary	  Editors	  
–  Mediterannean	  Editors	  and	  Translators	  
–  InternaIonal	  Society	  of	  AddicIon	  Journal	  Editors	  

•  Increased	  acIviIes	  in	  Asia	  via	  relaIonships	  with:	  	  
–  Korean	  Council	  of	  Science	  Editors	  
–  Council	  of	  Asian	  Science	  Editors	  	  
–  Asian	  Council	  of	  Science	  Editors	  



Membership	  

EASE	  welcomes	  members	  from	  every	  corner	  of	  the	  world.	  
They	  can	  be	  found	  in	  over	  50	  countries:	  from	  Australia	  to	  
Venezuela	  by	  way	  of	  China,	  Russia,	  and	  many	  more.	  	  	  

EASE	  members	  work	  as	  editors-‐in-‐chief,	  commissioning	  
editors,	  academics,	  translators,	  publishers,	  web	  and	  
mulI-‐media	  staff,	  indexers,	  graphic	  designers,	  staIsIcal	  
editors,	  science	  and	  technical	  writers,	  author’s	  editors,	  
journalists,	  proofreaders,	  and	  producIon	  personnel.. 



Membership	  

•  Peak	  membership	  in	  1990s	  reached	  nearly	  1000	  
•  About	  450	  members	  in	  50	  countries	  throughout	  

Europe	  as	  well	  as	  North	  America,	  Asia	  and	  elsewhere	  
•  Gain	  about	  45	  new	  members	  per	  year,	  offset	  by	  

resignaIons	  and	  reIrement	  	  
•  Sponsored	  membership	  scheme	  



EASE	  website:	  www.ease.org.uk	  	  



Excellence	  and	  Accountability	  for	  
Science	  Editors	  

Our	  mission:	  

To	  improve	  the	  global	  standard	  and	  quality	  of	  
science	  ediIng	  by	  promoIng	  the	  value	  of	  
science	  editors	  and	  supporIng	  professional	  
development,	  research,	  and	  collaboraIon.	  
	  



EASE	  publicaIons	  

•  European	  Science	  Edi-ng	  
•  Science	  Editors’	  Handbook,	  2nd	  ed.	  
•  EASE	  Guidelines	  for	  Authors	  and	  Translators	  
•  EASE	  Toolkit	  for	  Authors	  
•  EASE	  Toolkit	  for	  Journal	  Editors	  
•  EASE	  Statement	  on	  Inappropriate	  Use	  of	  
Impact	  Factors	  

•  EASE	  Journal	  Blog	  

www.ease.org.uk/publicaIons	  



European	  Science	  EdiIng	  

•  InternaIonal	  journal	  focused	  on	  science	  ediIng	  
and	  publishing	  

•  No	  author	  submission	  or	  publicaIon	  fees	  
•  Open	  access	  (full	  content	  aoer	  6	  months,	  
research	  arIcles	  immediately)	  

•  Rapid,	  personal,	  and	  efficient	  service	  
•  High-‐quality	  internaIonal	  peer	  review	  
•  Indexed	  in	  SCOPUS	  

www.ease.org.uk/publicaIons/european-‐science-‐ediIng	  	  	  



Science	  Editors'	  Handbook,	  2nd	  ed.	  

•  Covers	  a	  wide	  range	  of	  subjects,	  including	  
all	  aspects	  of	  ediIng	  scienIfic	  publicaIons	  and	  
running	  a	  journal	  

•  Provides	  examples	  of	  good	  pracIce,	  plus	  Ips	  
that	  can	  help	  to	  solve	  problems	  and	  support	  
good	  decisions	  

•  56	  chapters	  wri[en	  by	  40	  internaIonal	  authors	  
with	  experience	  in	  all	  areas	  of	  science	  ediIng	  
and	  publishing	  

www.ease.org.uk/publicaIons/science-‐editors-‐handbook	  	   	  



EASE	  Guidelines	  for	  Authors	  and	  
Translators	  of	  Scien-fic	  Ar-cles	  

•  Concise	  guidance	  for	  structuring	  and	  wriIng	  
manuscripts;	  updated	  annually	  

•  Freely	  available	  in	  more	  than	  20	  languages	  
•  8	  appendices:	  Abstracts,	  Ambiguity,	  Cohesion,	  
Ethics,	  Plurals,	  Simplicity,	  Spelling,	  Text-‐tables	  

•  Advice	  for	  journal	  editors	  on	  how	  to	  encourage	  
researchers	  to	  read	  EASE	  Guidelines	  before	  
manuscript	  submission	  

www.ease.org.uk/publicaIons/author-‐guidelines 



EASE	  Toolkit	  for	  Authors	  

• More	  detailed	  than	  EASE	  Guidelines	  
•  Aims	  to	  increase	  scienIsts’	  confidence	  in	  
wriIng	  and	  submigng	  arIcles	  

•  17	  modules	  with	  links	  to	  materials	  freely	  
available	  on	  the	  Internet,	  which	  are	  useful	  to	  
authors	  of	  scienIfic	  arIcles	  

• Modules	  3-‐13	  framed	  on	  a	  book	  published	  by	  
the	  InternaIonal	  Society	  of	  AddicIon	  Journal	  
Editors	  (ISAJE)	  

www.ease.org.uk/publicaIons/ease-‐toolkit-‐authors	  	  	  



Module	  2	  of	  the	  Toolkit	  

Very useful 
when planning 
a manuscript 

(Source: Lichtfouse 
E. 2013. Scientific 
Writing for Impact 
Factor Journals. 
Nova Publishers) 

www.ease.org.uk/publicaIons/ease-‐toolkit-‐authors	  	  	  



EASE	  Toolkit	  for	  Journal	  Editors	  

•  EASE	  Ethics	  Checklist,	  EASE	  Form	  for	  Authors	  
(disclosure	  of	  authors’	  COI	  and	  contribuIons)	  

•  Good	  PublicaIon	  PracIce	  3,	  Elsevier	  Publishing	  
Ethics	  Resource	  Kit,	  standard	  retracIon	  form,	  
COPE	  guidelines	  on	  text	  recycling	  

•  EASE	  Statement	  on	  Inappropriate	  Use	  of	  Impact	  
Factors	  

•  Paul	  Beverley’s	  free	  e-‐book	  Computer	  tools	  for	  
editors	  and	  proofreaders,	  including	  >450	  macros	  

•  10	  golden	  rules	  for	  journal	  editors	  

www.ease.org.uk/publicaIons/ease-‐toolkit-‐journal-‐editors	  	   



Golden	  rules	  for	  journal	  editors	  

 1. Be aware of your target audience. 

 2. Make instructions to authors simple and understandable, and review them regularly. 

 3. Ensure a fair peer review process (usually with 2-3 reviews, or more if necessary). 

 4. Pay due attention to ethical issues: data fabrication or manipulation, plagiarism, 
authorship, conflict of interest, copyright, legislation, etc. 

 5. Respect others: inform authors about progress and delays as soon as possible; do not 
overburden reviewers and authors. 

 6. Do your best to ensure that publications are complete, concise, and clear, with 
appropriate methods and correct citations. 

 7. Make sure that abstracts properly summarize essential information (usually: 
background, objectives, methods, results, and conclusions) and contain major keywords. 

 8. Ensure safe long-term storage of publications and documentation of 
 the editorial process. 

 9. Develop your journal. 
10. Perfection is impossible to reach, so common sense is necessary. 

www.ease.org.uk/publicaIons/ease-‐toolkit-‐journal-‐editors/golden-‐rules-‐scholarly-‐journal-‐editors	   



•  Quarterly	  printed	  copies	  of	  European	  Science	  Edi-ng 
and	  online	  access	  free	  to	  members	  

•  Discount	  on	  a	  printed	  copy	  of	  Science	  Editors’	  
Handbook,	  online	  access	  free	  to	  members	  

•  Major	  conferences	  every	  2	  years,	  workshops,	  etc.	  
•  Free	  adverIsing	  of	  your	  courses	  or	  services	  on	  our	  
website	  

•  Discounts	  on	  job	  adverIsements	  on	  our	  website,	  
editorial	  sooware,	  courses,	  etc.	  

•  OpportuniIes	  to	  share	  problems	  and	  soluIons,	  good	  
networking	  and	  contacts	  for	  freelancers	  

Benefits	  of	  EASE	  membership	  	  



Get	  involved!	  EASE	  Conference	  in	  Split,	  CroaIa,	  
June	  2014	  



Thank	  you	  for	  listening	  
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