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Disclosures	  
Jo	  Whelan	  has	  been	  a	  member	  of	  EMWA	  for	  16	  years.	  She	  was	  a	  
member	  of	  the	  EMWA	  Execu5ve	  CommiKee	  from	  2011	  to	  2014	  
(an	  unpaid	  role),	  served	  on	  the	  EMWA	  Professional	  
Development	  CommiKee,	  and	  receives	  travel	  and	  
accommoda5on	  expenses	  from	  EMWA	  to	  teach	  workshops	  at	  
EMWA	  conferences.	  
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EMWA	  is	  an	  associa5on	  
commiKed	  to	  represen5ng,	  

suppor5ng,	  and	  training	  medical	  
communica5on	  professionals	  

What	  is	  EMWA?	  



A	  network	  of	  medical	  writers	  in	  Europe	  
and	  beyond	  

•  Founded	  in	  1992	  as	  a	  chapter	  of	  the	  American	  Medical	  
Writers	  Associa5on	  (AMWA)	  	  

•  Became	  independent	  from	  AMWA	  in	  1997	  
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>	  1000	  members	  
>	  40	  countries	  
>	  12	  countries	  	  
	  	  	  	  outside	  Europe	  



Run	  by	  and	  for	  members	  
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Driven	  by	  
members	  for	  
members	  

Supported	  by	  
professional	  
Head	  Office	  

Not-‐for-‐
profit,	  
independent	  



Who	  joins	  EMWA?	  
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•  Medical	  writers	  
•  Pharma	  
•  CROs	  
•  Medcomms	  
•  Publishing	  
•  Medical	  chari5es	  
•  Academia	  

•  Medical	  editors	  
•  Medical	  translators	  
•  Employed	  and	  freelance	  

	  



•  No!	  EMWA	  is	  for	  medical	  writers	  from	  all	  
specialisms	  
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Is	  EMWA	  just	  for	  regulatory	  
writers?	  

Regulatory 

Medcomms 

Mutual 
interests 

 
Learn from 
each other 
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Why	  join	  EMWA?	  



Professional	  Development	  Programme	  

9	  

Gain	  CPD	  
credits!	  



Professional	  Development	  Programme	  

•  Half-‐day	  workshops,	  run	  at	  EMWA	  conferences	  
•  Taught	  by	  experts	  working	  in	  the	  field	  
•  Complete	  a	  homework	  assignment	  to	  gain	  
credit	  

•  Build	  up	  credits	  to	  gain	  a	  cer5ficate	  
•  A	  great	  way	  to:	  

•  keep	  up	  to	  date	  
•  deepen	  and	  broaden	  your	  knowledge	  
•  create	  a	  personal	  professional	  development	  record	  
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Workshop	  topics	  

•  Drug	  development	  –	  e.g.	  trial	  design,	  wri5ng	  study	  
documents,	  pharmacokine5cs	  

•  Language	  and	  wri+ng	  –	  e.g.	  wri5ng	  skills,	  grammar,	  
edi5ng	  skills	  

•  Medical	  communica+ons	  –	  e.g.	  manuscript	  wri5ng,	  
publica5on	  ethics,	  publica5on	  planning,	  posters	  

•  Professional	  techniques	  –	  e.g.	  sta5s5cs,	  data	  
presenta5on,	  quality	  of	  life	  

•  Medical	  science	  –	  e.g.	  haematology,	  immunology	  
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EMWA	  spring	  conferences	  

•  Training	  workshops	  
•  Seminars	  
•  Expert	  Seminar	  Series	  

–  focuses	  on	  key	  developments	  and	  issues	  affec5ng	  medical	  
wri5ng	  	  

–  aimed	  at	  experienced	  medical	  writers	  and	  managers	  

•  Annual	  Symposium	  	  
–  one-‐day	  symposium	  on	  a	  hot-‐topic	  issue	  

•  Special	  Interest	  Group	  mee5ngs	  
•  Freelance	  Business	  Forum	  
•  Social	  programme	  and	  networking	  opportuni5es	  
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Medical	  Wri+ng	  Journal	  

• 	  	  4	  print	  issues	  per	  year	  
• 	  	  Online	  archive	  
• 	  	  Wide	  range	  of	  topics	  	  

– 	  Regula5ons	  and	  their	  implica5ons	  
– 	  Wri5ng	  and	  communica5ons	  
– 	  Publica5ons	  and	  publishing	  

• 	  	  Feature	  ar5cles	  (open	  access)	  
• 	  	  News	  and	  updates	  
• 	  	  Members-‐only	  sec5ons	  
• 	  	  Language	  5ps	  
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Webinars	  

~	  10	  webinars	  per	  year,	  exclusive	  to	  EMWA	  members	  
• 	  	  Diverse	  topics	  

– Updates	  on	  latest	  guidelines	  
– Prac5cal	  training	  on	  documents	  and	  techniques	  
– Business	  and	  personal	  development	  

• 	  	  Webinar	  archive	  available	  on	  the	  website	  (members-‐only	  
sec5on)	  
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Guidelines	  and	  ini+a+ves	  
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EMWA	  benefits	  for	  freelances	  

•  Freelance	  directory	  –	  get	  listed	  on	  EMWA’s	  searchable	  
directory	  of	  freelance	  medical	  writers,	  editors	  and	  
translators	  

•  Freelance	  resource	  centre	  on	  website	  
•  Freelance	  Business	  Forum	  at	  conferences	  
•  Freelance	  sec5on	  in	  journal	  (members	  only)	  
•  Discounts	  on	  insurances	  (depending	  on	  loca5on)	  
•  Discounts	  on	  books	  (all	  EMWA	  members)	  
•  Become	  part	  of	  a	  network	  and	  make	  friends	  and	  
colleagues!	  
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Help	  shape	  EMWA‘s	  future	  

•  EMWA	  –	  the	  only	  organisa+on	  run	  by	  and	  for	  
medical	  writers	  

•  Come	  and	  join	  us	  and	  help	  shape	  EMWA	  to	  
serve	  medcomms	  writers	  beYer!	  

•  Your	  ideas	  and	  enthusiasm	  would	  be	  warmly	  
welcomed	  

	  
	  

17	  



Find	  out	  more	  
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Go	  to	  www.emwa.org	  	  or	  check	  out	  our	  
LinkedIn	  group,	  TwiKer	  or	  Facebook	  page	  


