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The EQUATOR Network

§ Why? was EQUATOR established?

§ What? is EQUATOR?

§ How? do we achieve our mission? 
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Widespread deficiencies in 
research reporting



Guidance existed but was difficult 
to find and not used



§ Established by Prof Doug Altman in 2006

§ An online “home” for reporting guidelines 
and other resources to support good reporting 
of health research

§ Recognised brand representing honesty and 
integrity in research 

What is the EQUATOR Network?



Reporting guidelines 
§ ‘Reminders’ of scientific 

content
§ What you did
§ What you found

§ Structure
§ Checklist, headings
§ Flow diagram

§ Based on evidence and 
international consensus

§ Good examples



CONSORT checklist for randomised 
trials 



Most relevant to MedComms

§ CONSORT + extensions
− Abstracts
− Non-inferiority, cluster
− Harms

§ SAMPL – statistical reporting
§ Oncology, genetics + many other specialties
§ GNOSIS (Phase 1 and 2 trials)
§ Pharmacovigilance – case reports



One-stop shop 

http://www.equator-network.org



Library for research reporting 
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Database of reporting guidelines 



EQUATOR activities 

§ Raise awareness of the impact of poor 
reporting

§ Highlight our tools and resources

§ Engage with professional communities

§ Provide training 



EQUATOR Annual Lectures

Prof	Patrick	Bossuyt
8th EQUATOR		Annual	Lecture	2017,	Peer	Review	Congress,	Chicago



EQUATOR toolkits



Toolkit for researchers and medical 
writers



Education and training

§ Clinician, postdoc and student 
researchers

§ Medical writers – agencies and 
pharma companies

§ Humanitarian organisations
§ Academic and healthcare leaders





Thank you
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Contact me to discuss opportunities for 
EQUATOR to provide tailored training for 
your staff

Caroline Struthers
Education and Training Manager UK 
EQUATOR Centre | 
caroline.struthers@csm.ox.ac.uk
EQUATOR Network | www.equator-network.org | 
@EQUATORNetwork | #EQPubSchool
https://www.csm.ox.ac.uk/team/caroline-struthers


