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What is MedComms?

MedComms agencies work

with pharmaceutical clients to
raise awareness of diseases and
treatments, educating and
informing healthcare
professionals about the benefits
and risks of new therapies,
supported by clinical and
economic data
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Why is it so important?
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Pharmaceutical Healthcare
company professionals
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How do we bridge the knowledge gap?

Strategic
input

Brand planning

Market and
competitor analyses

Strategy development

Consultancy projects

Review
evidence

Meetings

Congress symposia
Standalone meetings
Advisory board meetings

Exhibition
booth content

Virtual events

>@>

Interpret and Communicate

understand and educate
v
Scientific Training materials
content
Slide sets Objection handlers
Publications Speaker training
HEOR and e-Learning

market access materials
Infographics
Promotional materials

Patient
communications

Digital

Websites/apps
Videos and animations
Social media

New technologies
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What does MedComms mean to me?

Intellectual Expand Professional Travel Teamwork and
stimulation scientific and personal opportunities collaboration
and reward understanding development
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What are the entry opportunities?
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Medical writing
Account and project management
Editing

Key attributes for any role:
Scientific knowledge
Teamwork
Eye for detail
Organizational skills
Good communication skills
Adaptability
Eagerness to learn
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Medical writing

Medical writers play a key role
in communicating scientific
data to a variety of different
audiences

F

A flair for transforming complex scientific
information into clear and engaging
content is important. In addition, you need
to demonstrate a desire to work as part of
a team and to high standards of scientific
and technical accuracy

%
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Working as part of a team

|‘ \ .‘i Advisory board meeting

Project manager Scientific lead Objectives and briefing calls

Agenda

Venue logistics
Attendee travel plans
| Slide presentations

Pre-reading materials

o
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Medicahl writer Trainee medical writer Account handler
Signage and materials

Slide rehearsals/tech checks
Onsite attendance

Post-meeting report
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Designer Editor

Evaluation forms
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Account and project management

ot
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Account and project managers
play an essential role in liaising
with all parties to ensure that
projects are delivered in line
with the client’s brief, on time
and on budget

Good communication and
organizational skills are essential for
this role. You also need to be

adaptable, be able to juggle priorities,
and work effectively as part of a team



Editing support

Editors work in collaboration
with the wider team to check
the technical accuracy and
editorial quality of all materials

at each stage of development ’ J
-
L J
To thrive in this role you need a keen
eye for detail, good organizational skills
and the ability to work to deadlines
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Choosing an agency — key criteria

Type of work
Full service (eg publications, digital,
training, meetings) or specialist?

Market focus
Supports Global HQ clients or an
individual market/region?

Size and structure

Smaller, nimble independent
business or large international
network organization?
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Choosing an agency — key criteria

Reputation

Strong heritage? High-quality
deliverables? Positive team morale?
High team retention rate?

Culture
Supportive? Friendly? Collaborative?

Career progression
Formal training or tailored support?

No two agencies are the same — you need to find the best fit for you
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Sources of information

Qiﬂﬁ Home Who we are Our expertise What we do Working in partnership Join us Contact us F i rSt Med c 0 m m SJ o b g C o m
Let’s get you started

IVI D S KI P PE R ® What's this all about? Open MedComms Careers Launch your career in medical
l j 1 1

Event - 14th September 2016 writing at Ashfield's 5th
v : -

Go above and beyond with an independent global healthcare
communications agency that thinks outside the pond

We're here to help you leamn about careers
in MedComms and then, if you decide it's
of interest, to help you get your first job!
Why the name Mudskipper?
You’ll have to dive a little deeper ...

AMICULUM
ERN RN RN

PROGRAMME AND REGISTRATION

. A Day in the Life of MedComms
Llnked m A snapshot view of the global business that is MedComms

ane O CURRICULUM

smarter together
Co

W

Websites, networking events, internships/work experience are all invaluable sources of information
to ensure that you are prepared for the interview and for your first day on the job
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How did | get here?

Jack Bills




Wear sunscreen

= “If I could offer you only one tip for the future....
sunscreen would be it.
The long-term benefits of sunscreen have been proven
by scientists whereas the rest of my advice has no basis
more reliable than my own meandering experience...”

O Everybody's Free
o (To Wear

S Sunscreen)

By Baz Luhrmann

1999 - 3 songs, 14 min ‘
PLAY ( SAVE ) ()
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A little about me...

BSc (Hons) Genetics

* CRISPR gene editing dissertation
» Breast cancer research project
» 12-month industrial placement at GSK

Work experience

« University Admissions Team
* Royal Air Force reserves

» Opticians

Extra curricular

» Volunteering projects in Africa and Asia

» Leader of the Staffordshire Youth Orchestra
“_— * Halle Youth Orchestra
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Job hunt — Part | —
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* Apermanent job * Atemporary job

* To utilise the content and skills
from my degree

* Hospitality

* No intellectual stimulation

* To help improve patient access
to information on science and
medicine

* No use of my degree

* To move from lab research
towards a patient-focused role

20/06/2019 i nnnnel AMICULUM®



Job hunt — Part Il

Vacancy
Job application
Research
Interview

“Unfortunately, on
this occasion,
due to a lack of
experience...”

‘Remember the compliments you receive, forget the insults.
If you succeed in doing this, tell me how”

20/06/2019

ffinNnnne T AMICULUM?



My route into MedComms

‘Have you considered
MedComms? AMICULUM is
advertising a commercial
internship”
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Researching MedComms

wwzn | MedGomms

This global initiative facilitates networking and dialogue amongst individuals working in and around the pharmaceutical industry and
dComms, focusing on specialist medical education, medical communications and medical publishing activities.
Why not sign up to our weekly newsletter and please, help spread the word amongst all relevant others.

MORE DETAILS WHAT'S HAPPENING - [view previous events] WHAT ELSE?

Home MedComms Networking has evolved from what was largely UK- THE COUNTDOWN

based activity but now embraces a global community of medical HAS STARTED -
communications specialists, and we welcome participation by anyone 4MEDCOMMS DAY
working in or around MedComms and the global Pharma industry,

Aboutus
Testimonials

Events anywhere in the world. | am particularly keen to see the development
Useful Reading of activities led by other indviduzls and speciically based in other
n the News regions so if you would like to act s a local organiser for - or you

12 June 2019
Companies Woud ik o prowce funing {0 -suchevents pleasa ortact e Its never to cary o start
Independents v planning. Join us for our
8th annual celebration of
A Day in the Life of
#MedComms.

Services I'm always happy to chat and all feedback is welcome, so give me a
Special offers shout anytime or please post your thoughts to the MedComms

Job Adverts Networking Linkedin group for discussion.

Twittering Supported by
Webcasts 5;/:[1}!1 Lsiown to see defails of activities that are planned for the coming Modts Contadts
Starting out media

Weekly Newsleter Meantime, you can see reports of all the previous meetings here

Weekly Comment oh Once again we expect
Survey data eers contributions from across
Sponsors the globe, from Auckland
bonsors Peter Liewellyn in New Zealand to San
Email: peter@netiworkpharma.com Erancisco in the USA.

Company websites

APPROACH  SERVICES ~ TEAM  PERSPECTIVES  GETINTOUCH SEQUES’

ADVANCES IN THE UNDERSTANDING OF THE GENETIC BASIS OF DISEASE IS LEADING TO MAJOR
DEVELOPMENTS IN THE MANAGEMENT OF A WIDE RANGE OF BOTH COMMON AND RARE DISORDERS

We combine expertise in genomics with a global agency platform and extensive
experience in healthcare communications

We partner with leading global pharmaceutical, biotech and diagnostic companies
to create scientifically accurate and impactful programmes designed to inform
healthcare professionals, patients and other stakeholder groups

My journey into
MedComms

Mary Thorp
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NZ » CHINA ¢ SINGAPORE ¢ UAE » SWITZERLAND ¢ UK ¢ USA

YouTube

Starting your §
career in MedComms

Jane Smith

Related articles

http://medcommsnetworking.com/

https://firstmedcommsjob.com/
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http://medcommsnetworking.com/
https://firstmedcommsjob.com/

The Internship

Finance

o

o)

Business
Project development
Management research
(@) o

N

000
0000
com

3-month internship

Scientific
publications

@)
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Permanent job offer: Trainee Account Executive

(&

&/
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‘ “Whatever you do, don't congratulate yourself too much or berate yourself

either, your choices are half chance, so are everybody else’s”
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What do | actually do?

Project management

And a whole lot more...
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Medical writing
& editing

Content research
& development

Initial creative theme

Final design

CARTCR

SummitEurope

KN\

Project brief

Delivery/presentation
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1. Momerial Slcan Kattering Cancer Contre. CART
hitps:/Awww.medscape.com¥ iswarticky01231 Date accessed
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Origin of T cells
discovered®

Tcell )
engineering begins!

Development of
first-generation chimeric
antigen receptors (CARs)

Vs
Co-stimulation shownto T Cele
boost T-cell activity'
. . ‘0.
First effective CAR -0,
T cells developed! e : o)

Second-generation CARs
built, targeting CD19'

First CAR T clinical
trial data published!

CAR T-cell theraﬁy designated

as ‘breakthroug therapy
by the FDA
Gene editing using CRISPR

'/ shown to be compatible
with CAR T-cell production’

FDA approval of CD19-
directed CAR T cells!

Euro ean approval for
-cell therapy?

First child treated with CAR T-cell
therapy on the NHS in England?

cisntist. Call and ¢

Cancer
cell

patient’s blood
by infusion as

@

CAR T celis: 1

Cancer cell: 0

Upon recognition
of specific proteins on
cancer cells, CART cells
initiate a targeted cell death

response®

CART cells
are delivered
into the

a one-time
treatment®

Chemotherapy 4
is administered,
reducing white blood cells
and improving acceptance
of CAR T cells®

5 CAR T-cell 5
therapy

blood o
oell
Tecell Og ©

e s
[
T cells are '

harvested via

apheresis and sent to a
lab for reprogramming*
T cells are

CART cells
undergo expansion in
preparation for delivery
to the patient®

activated and a
viral vector is

used to deliver
RNA containing
the CAR*

CAR-engineered

T cell

ina of Progress httpe ' www.omskee . :vdlrruumcrrmmwprcqm Dato accsssed 20 February 2018 2 Medscape. Fi
:20 Febru:-, 2012 3. BB Nows. First chid gvan pianeaing CAR-T cancer tharagy hitpaf Awww. bbe. cominawshealth-4

combinaticn with h mg hedspleticn and PD-1 inkikiticn to patisniz with neuroblastoma. Mol Thar -
Gana Tharapy Trackar: Gobal CAR T-cels Trid s hitpa:www the-scisntiat.com/infographicalcall-and-gens-therapy-trac

A, Lin C, Siegel DLt

ouis CU,
clinical
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0 O Tcell
0© 0O >
’ SEQUES
Chimeric-
J antigen
receptor
(CAR)
-
T cell
OngoingTrials" ..................
'R gene @ Solid tumours
Q ©® Haematologic malignancies
[ 144 (12
o trials © trials.

26% 17%
14% 83%
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My advice?

Research and network

Seek opportunities
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“Trust me on the sunscreen”

Everybody's Free
oL e (To Wear

Sunscreen)

By

B
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